story of how knowledge was acquired, how enigmas were explained, and how obstacles were successfully overcome, has no ordinary charm for those who are and have been his fellow-workers.
It would be too much to expect that such a retrospect should be a perfect picture, that all portions of it should be sketched with an equally graphic aud firm pencil, or should be treated with the same breadth and glow of colouring. Those parts will of course occupy most of the narrator's thoughts on which have been bestowed the labours of himself and others who have been most intimately his co-workers, and consequently they will assume a magnitude and importance to which perhaps, in strict justice, they were not entitled. Yet these portions of his story will in reality be the most valuable, for they will be given with a vividness and exactness which may be looked for in vain in the works of professional historians who draw their accounts from books, and for whom literary research must supply the place of personal recollection.
Such a picture of the progress of medicine during the past thirty years Dr. JBlakiston has drawn for us in the Introduction to the work the title of which stands at the head of this article. We do notv vegard the Introduction as the most valuable portion of the work, but it is undoubtedly one of the most attractive. We admit that Dr. Blakiston is not inclined to under-estimate the value and importance 72-xxxvi. ?! Reviews.
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of certain advances in diagnosis, pathology, and treatment, in the accomplishment of which he has played a prominent part; but we should no more feel inclined to criticise him on such a score than, we "No eases have come under notice in which a post-mortem examination revealed the existence of adhesion of long standing, without their history having afforded a great probability that some disturbance of the health had resulted from it; but it by no means follows that because the health has been notably disturbed, a fatal issue should necessarily take place.5' (p. 84.) With regard to the special effects of adherent pericardium, he details one remarkable case in which the pericardium was closely and universally adherent to the heart, and also to the chest at the seventh and eighth ribs, in which also there was extensive mitral obstructive disease, and yet the heart retained its natural size. The history of the case rendered it probable that the adherent condition of the pericardium had existed for twelve years. The patient during that time had suffered from palpitations, dyspnoea on exertion, and teasing " Looking at the right side of the heart in the same manner, and from the same point of view, we recognise the influence of inflammatory action in about one-third of the cases of dilatation of the right ventricle, the remainder arising from pulmonary congestion, whether induced by disease of the lungs, ?or by Impediments to the circulation existing at the mitral valves; such congestion, often amounting to pulmonary apoplexy, having been found in more than half of these cases." (p. 112.) We have only room to add the conclusions to which the observation of a large number of cases, tabulated and related in the chapter on the progress and termination of heart diseases, has led the author. These views will probably meet the assent of most of our readers. But it must be remembered that they are entirely opposed to the speculations and hypotheses of a school which has not even yet passed entirely away. Of course a certain margin must always be allowed for the detractions which time and observation most surely will make in any pathological doctrine which its advocates may now be inclined to believe of universal application; but let pathological science advance and even change as it may, we can safely assert that the sagacity and acumen which traced the connexion of tricuspid regurgitation with the production of cerebral apoplexy and cardiac dropsy then lighted on a discovery which, as long as British medicine shall be studied, will confer well-merited immortality on the name of the author of this book.
